History of Education
against divine truth which is against reason and human
truth ? " And even later he said, " It is admitted that reason
is the chief of all things, and among all that belongs to this
life, the best, yea, a something divine." But before the close
of his life he stated as his view that, "The more subtle and
acute is reason, the more poisonous a beast, with many dragon's
heads, is it against God, and all His works." This latter
position is reiterated over and over with characteristic vehe-
mence. And this change is more than individual; it is
general.
The Renaissance-Reformation movement gradual]y divides
into three main currents. There is, first, the scientific and
philosophical tendency, which does not become prominent
until the seventeenth century, and which we shall notice
under the later realistic movement; next, the humanistic ten-
dency, which, hampered between the scholasticism of both
branches of the Church and the formalism of Ciceronianism,
finds a somewhat precarious home within the pale of the
Roman Catholic Church, chiefly in France; and finally,
the theological tendency of the intervening period, which
possesses all north Europe and dominates thought-life as well
as education.
The Reformation leaders recognized for themselves that the
doctrine of the Reformation contained inherently the right of
liberty of conscience and the duty of interpreting the Scrip-
tures according to one's own reason, but they found it quite
as difficult as it had been before to recognize it for others.
Hence, instead of a development of the critical and rational
faculties, through application to literature, religion, and secu-
lar affairs, to institutional life and to the realities of nature,
all this was left for succeeding centuries. Even then this prog-
ress was through bitter conflict with the reformed churches as
well as with the Roman Catholic. This liberalism of thought
and emphasis on reason finds little realization in the educa-
tion of the time, either as formulated into doctrine, ar